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either prepared locally as colloidal silver or as electrargol by sub- 
cutaneous or intravenous injections, if there are no complications, 
have also been tried, and it would appear that this treatment gives 
very good results. Vaccine treatment was not tried here at all.'" 
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COMMON TOWELS. 
COURT CONSTRUES LAWS PROHIBITING USE IN PUBLIC PLACES. 

The need for exercising great care in drawing up legislation is well 
illustrated by a recent decision x of the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
Virginia. Two acts 3 passed by the Virginia Legislature in 1916 pro- 
hibited the placing, keeping, or use of common towels in any public 
lavatory. The accused was the manager of an office building, which 
was rented to different individuals. On each floor was a lavatory 
which was kept locked and was only for the use of the tenants of the 
building. In a prosecution for an alleged violation of the acts 
referred to the court decided in favor of the accused, holding that 
the lavatories were not public lavatories. 

The court said : 

The gravamen of the offense is that the lavatory in which the towel is used in com- 
mon shall be a public lavatory, which can not be affirmed of lavatories installed in 
an office building owned by a private individual for the convenience of tenants of 
the building, which are kept locked so that no one can enter them except tenants of 
the building, which tenants were furnished with keys by the accused. A public 
lavatory, on the other hand, is one that is open to all who may choose to use it; as, 
for example, lavatories in railway trains or steamboats, which are provided and kept 
open for the use and convenience of all of the public who travel thereon, or in build- 
ings to which the public generally have a right to resort, and which are equipped 
with open lavatories for their use. 



EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA. 
PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Telegraphic reports for the week ended March 8, 1919, indicate 
little change in the prevalence of influenza in the United States. 

The officer in charge of the civil sanitary zone around Camp 
Zachary Taylor reports 1,118 cases of influenza during the week, 
761 of which were in Louisville, Ky. (See p. 519.) During the 
week ended March 1 , 784 cases were reported from this zone. 

As compared with the preceding week, increases in the number of 
cases were reported by the State health officers of Arkansas, California, 
Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, and Vermont. Decreases were 
reported from Alabama, Connecticut, Illinois, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, Oregon, and Virginia. (See p. 515.) 

J Irvine v. Commonwealth, 97 S. E., 769. 

* Reprint 406 irom Pub. Health Repts., p. 201, chs. 160, 278. 



